
HANDLING  
INSTRUCTION 
for fire retardant plywood

The purpose of this document is to provide the user with guidance on 
the proper storage, processing, and handling of PAGED FR products in 
order to maintain their properties.

SCOPE
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1.	 Follow good practices as outlined in the “Plywood Storage Instruction”.

2. Perform an initial quality assessment upon delivery.

3. Optimal storage conditions for FR plywood are 30–50% humidity in original
packaging. This is particularly important considering that impregnation with 
fire retardants to improve fire resistance affects the material’s hygroscopic-
ity, making it more prone to moisture absorption, which may promote salt
bloom or mould growth.

4.	 Plywood should not be exposed to prolonged extreme conditions during
storage, such as sudden changes in humidity and/or temperature or direct
sunlight.

5. Avoid direct contact with water, soil, or moist surfaces, especially in outdoor 
environments (e.g., construction sites).

6. Avoid storing plywood in high-traffic areas where it may be hit by vehicles
or forklifts.

7.	 When handling plywood, avoid sliding sheets over each other in the stack.
Lifting individual sheets is recommended to minimise the risk of surface
damage, such as scratches or scuff marks.

8. Use caution during mechanical transport. 

9.	 Boards should be stacked according to regional health and safety regula-
tions.

10. Stacks should not exceed the height permitted by national health and safe-
ty guidelines.

PLYWOOD STORAGE INSTRUCTION

PROCESSING, HANDLING, AND USE
Notes and recommendations for further processing, handling, and use are  
divided into two categories: PO (for veneering) and PL (for lacquering). 
It is recommended to:
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1.	 Stabilise the panels in the ambient environment where they will be used 
until they reach equilibrium moisture content.

2. PO version: Before veneering, light sanding is recommended to remove 
any excess salt. 
PL  version: Before lacquering/painting, light sanding is recommended to 
remove any excess salt and to achieve the required surface smoothness.

3. PO version: Conduct preliminary testing of the bonding system on sam-
ples to ensure proper bond quality; cooperation with the adhesive system 
manufacturer is recommended if needed. 
PL  version: Conduct preliminary surface testing of paint/lacquer coatings 
on samples to check compatibility with the panel surface; cooperate with 
the coating manufacturer if needed. An adhesion test (cross cut) should be 
performed no earlier than 3 days after applying the coating. Use of coating 
systems from leading paint/lacquer manufacturers is suggested. 
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4.	 PO version: Urea-based, melamine-based, PVC, EPI or PU* adhesives 
are preferred. Client solutions are also acceptable, but each of the above 
requires quality testing.

5. Cutting, drilling and other standard processing methods do not affect the 
panel’s properties.

6. Surfaces where panels are installed must be clean, stable and comply with 
recommendations for humidity, flatness, etc.

7.	 Screws and metal fasteners used with fire-resistant panels must be corro-
sion-resistant, as fire retardants may cause metal corrosion.

8. Always use suitable, high-quality tools that allow for clean cutting without 
chipping or tearing; HM or diamond tools are recommended.

9.	 The panels contain fire-retardant additives that may migrate to the surface, 
causing local discolouration or salt bloom. This does not affect the mechan-
ical or fire-resistant properties. Due to increased hygroscopicity, allow for 
adequate expansion gaps during installation.

10. Do not strike the panels with objects harder than wood and avoid any 
impact with the panel surface.

11. PO version panels are not intended for decorative use.

FINAL NOTES

1. The manufacturer does not guarantee the fire reaction clas-
sification if the product is used in conditions that differ from 
those stated in the Declaration of Performance (CE). 

2.	 All post-delivery product modifications – such as sanding, 
lacquering, veneering, etc. – are the responsibility of the 
purchaser or end user. The manufacturer is not liable for any 
changes in fire classification resulting from such actions. 

3.	 It is recommended that modified products, as referred to in 
point 2, be retested in the SBI test and, in justified cases, also 
recertified (CE).
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